Date:

Governor Elliot Spitzer 


State Capitol

Albany, NY  12224


Dear Governor Spitzer:

I urge you to use your leadership position in New York State to ensure passage this session of a strong, comprehensive law to combat human trafficking.  This form of modern day slavery is destroying the lives of thousands of vulnerable girls, boys, women, and men.  New York State has the historic opportunity to curb slavery by passing a groundbreaking law that includes the following six provisions:

1) The crime of trafficking must be defined to meet the experiences of real trafficking victims.  The definitions, of both sex and labor trafficking, must specifically articulate all the different fraudulent and abusive tactics that traffickers use against their victims.   

2) Trafficking should be classified as a C-violent felony, or higher.  Criminal penalties must adequately reflect the serious harm inflicted by human traffickers.  Only the prospect of significant jail time can deter those now lured by the huge potential profits of trafficking.  

3) Criminal penalties for those who patronize illegal commercial sex, especially underage prostitution, must be increased.  Only by tackling the huge demand for commercial sex will this criminal activity be deterred.   

4) Victims of sex trafficking should not be subjected to arrest and prosecution for prostitution.  A person’s status as a trafficking victim should be a defense against prostitution charges.  

5) Sex tour businesses must be prohibited from operating in our state.  New York State has a legitimate interest in deterring businesses located in our state from profiting from the sale of vulnerable young girls and boys around the globe.    

6) Survivors of human trafficking need a comprehensive set of immigration and social services to assist them in rehabilitating their lives.  

New York needs a strong law now that will give attorneys essential tools to prosecute all who perpetrate and profit from the trafficking industry, and that will provide relief to its victims.   

Sincerely,

________________________________

[name (printed) and address]______________________________________________

cc:
Deputy Secretary Michael Balboni and

Commissioners Gladys Carrion, David Hansell and Denise O’Donnell

