Date:

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver 


Legislative Office Building 932

Albany, NY  12248


Dear Speaker Silver:

It was great to read recently that you had full intentions to pass an anti-trafficking law this session. The intent of this letter is to ask you to ensure that it is a good, strong, and comprehensive bill.

It is essential that you make sure the penalties associated with trafficking reflect the seriousness of the crime. I was shocked to learn that in the 2006 session the bill that emerged from the Assembly Codes Committee called for trafficking to be a very low-level crime.

Can this be possible? How are we going to tackle this problem if traffickers don’t fear going to jail? I agree with the National Organization for Women, The DA’s Association and the New York State Anti-Trafficking Coalition, that a top count for trafficking should be nothing less than a C violent felony.

Let’s not wait another year to start making trafficking a priority in New York.  This law is the key to jumpstarting the work that needs to be done to bring an end to this modern form of slavery.

We need to track the crime, fund the services for victims, train law enforcement, and give local prosecutors penal code statutes that let them pursue traffickers. 

Traffickers fear nothing right now: not the police, not the judicial system, not constituents, and not legislators. They operate with impunity in our neighborhoods.  A comprehensive law is vital to changing this situation.

Sincerely,

________________________________

[name (printed) and address]______________________________________________

cc:
___________________________________  [my New York State Assembly member] 


